
PLAYING SPORTS IN COLLEGE-

NCAA/NAIA/NJCAA



NCAA DIVISION DIFFERENCES
▪NCAA has 3 divisions, D1, D2, and D3. 
Division 1 and 2 schools offer 
academic and sports scholarships, 
and are larger public universities.

▪D3 schools are smaller, usually private 
colleges. These schools don’t offer 
sports scholarships, but do offer 
academic scholarships. 





NCAA-DIVISION 1 



DIVISION I ACADEMIC STANDARDS
▪ Complete a total of 16 NCAA core courses in the following areas: 

▪ 4 years of English 
+ 3 years of math (Algebra 1 or higher) 

▪ + 2 years of natural/physical science (including one year of lab science if 
offered)

▪ + 2 years of social science

▪ + 1 additional year of English, math or natural/physical science

▪ + 4 additional years of English, math, natural/physical science, 
social science, foreign language, comparative religion or philosophy.

Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score that matches your 
core-course GPA (minimum 2.3) on the D1 sliding scale. 





DIVISION 2 ACADEMIC STANDARDS
▪ Graduate from high school and complete a total of 16 core courses 

in the following areas:

▪ 3 years of English

▪ 2 years of math Algebra or higher

▪ 2 years of natural/physical science (1 year lab science)

▪ 2 years of social science

▪ 3 additional years of English, math or science.

▪ 4 additional years of English, math, science, social science, foreign 
language.

▪ Earn at least a 2.0 GPA in your core courses

▪ Earn an SAT score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68



DIVISION 3 SCHOOLS
▪Do not require that 
you register on 
NCAA.org. 

▪Check each school 
for their admission 
and eligibility 
standards. 



REGISTER WITH NCAA AT ELIGIBILITYCENTER.ORG



NAIA SCHOOLS
▪NAIA schools are smaller, private 
colleges. They offer sports and 
academic scholarships. The NAIA D1 
is on par with NCAA D2. 



NAIA-WWW.NAIA.ORG
▪ Eligibility to play at an NAIA school:

▪ Graduate in good standing as defined by the admission 
requirements of the school you are enrolling in.

▪ Meet 2 of the 3 following requirements:

1. Achieve a minimum of 18 on the ACT or 860 on the SAT.

2. Achieve a minimum overall high school GPA of 2.0 on a 
4.0 scale.

3. Graduate in the top half of your class

Register with NAIA Eligibility Center at 
PlayNAIA.org



REGISTER AT PLAYNAIA.ORG



NJCAA
▪ NJCAA are two year community colleges. 
These schools are small and have few 
academic requirements for acceptance. 
These schools are much cheaper than 
public universities, so many students start 
at junior colleges and then transfer to a four 
year university. 

▪ There are scholarships available at these 
schools. 



NJCAA REQUIREMENTS

▪ Graduate of a high school

▪ Meet entrance eligibility requirements and enrollment 
requirements of the school you wish to attend.



Bigfutures.collegeboard.org





USE CAUTION WITH RECRUITING SITES 
AND APPS THAT CHARGE $$$

▪www.ncsasports.org (popular, legit)

▪www.captain.com

▪www.recruitu2.com

▪https://recruituapp.com

http://www.ncsasports.org/
http://www.captain.com/
http://www.recruitu2.com/
https://recruituapp.com/


GO TO A SCHOOL’S WEBSITE AND FIND…

▪Contact information

▪Coach’s email

▪Prospective athlete profile





QUESTIONS


